






FORECAST AND PROJECTIONS  > S/S 2017

Every time we speak of androgynous clothing, it’s the woman making the transgression to the other side. Sporting collar 
shirts and suspenders, we’ve managed to not change the de�nition since the time of Marlene Dietrich. Finally, the male 
of the 21st century also emancipates himself of static and binary gender identities. 

As the previous social period focused on empowering, the current one releases and loosens the political weight of 
emancipation. Tomorrow’s man is pure, as he is liberated from the feministic de�nitions. The obsession with ‘masculinity’ 
being the de�nitive quality of ‘maleness’ is over. 

Emancipation has concerned women for a long time because it was connected to the sexual revolution; it was 
understood as female empowerment. This has now evolved to a total exchange of traditional roles. Men eventually 
strove for emancipation – not as empowerment but as liberation: from conventional behaviour, worn-out social roles 
and stereotypical expectations. This process is leading to individualization of genders and, in consequence, freedom of 
expression at all levels. Eventually, the gap between men and women will close.

This trend is easily visible in fashion and more so in art as gender identities and sexualities become more �uid. Clothing 
becomes a form of expression and not segregation or gender identity. Men take to skirts, vivid colours and ‘drapey’ 
silhouettes in a big way and the idealized male form on the runway shifts its focus from symbolizing strength to 
vulnerability.

eMANCIPATION
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All civilization started next to water, so it’s only natural to crave for 
our original habitat. There are those who would prefer the hustle 
and bustle of the city or the quiet of the mountains; but sartorially 
speaking, in future, we see fabric getting lighter with vibrant 
colours and an increase in Resort collections that travel from the 
beach to the bar: cover-ups that work double duty – in the day 
against the sun but with embellished details for the evening. Maxis, 
thong chappals and sun-kissed skin for men, and straw fedoras and 
linen shorts (are also making an impact in the boardroom) for men. 

But the Salt Life is more than fashion, it is a mindset, a conscious 
choice to go slower, and live healthy. Yoga on the sands; surfing, 
spirituality and fresh produce from the coast, it is the idea of living 
with nature in consonance. You receive and you give back, you 
respect what the water gives and you keep it clean. Adornment, 
accessories come from the shells to the palm leaves – nothing 
industrialized and yet, nothing wasted. The water absorbs bad air 
and bad vibes alike, and the people live in a non-ambitious pacifist 
pace – happy to worship the seas, getting high and getting siestas 
and sundowners alike.

BEACH  
CASTAWAY
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To fathom Glamcore, we have to 
understand its reference point: Normcore. 
The latter came out of a desire to move 
away from manufactured coolness, a 
post-authenticity aesthetic that finds 
comfort in sameness. Antithesis forces 
come into play again as the normcore 
hype starts to weaken. The look is still 
using basic separates and has clean lines 
but is more put-together and unafraid to 
seem conscious. The logos are still small, 
but the ensemble is starting to centre on 
statement pieces such as a bag or a shoe or 
a necklace.

Clean lines and plain white tees still play 
a pivotal role but now they balance the 
statement jacket. Even the definitions of 
‘statement’ have changed – head-to-toe 
same colour outfit can be a statement; 
a bold print countered by solids 
all around can be a statement. It’s 
become about drawing the eye in 
a conspicuous manner. Also, the 
consumer is fatigued from the 
blacks and white and grey of 
the previous season, and from 
the imposed austerity. This 
aesthetic is reactionary to the 
recession and celebrating 
one’s ‘perfect’ life on 
Instagram.

In easier words – ‘Glamcore 
is the Normcore for the 
evening’. The clean lines 
remain and it imports some 
drama in the form of a 
statement piece, or some bling 
accents or exaggeration in colour 
or proportion; key word being ‘or’.

GLAM CORE


